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Question? 
Why the Term “Companion”? 
Answer 
The term Companion further adds distinction between the Craft and Royal Arch. The word 
originates from the Latin “Com Panis”and literally means “Sharer of Bread” It stems from 
the days of early warfare , when battles were fought hand to hand and life itself depended 
on the man fighting alongside you, with whom , after the battle, you would share your 
bread. It implies the strongest of bond. 

Question? 
Do we give the Reverential or Hailing Sign when we address the First Principal? 
Answer 

 

NO. Under no circumstances should the reverential or hailing sign be given when addressing 
the Principals. The sign should only be given only during the Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies or when entering the Chapter for the first time, always to the Name 
(pedestal).No step is taken when giving the sign and the sign is dropped before speaking. 

 
During the Opening Ceremony, the sign is given at the Command of the MEZ:“TO 
ORDER,COMPANIONS”and is is dropped by all Companions after the Principals have 
exchanged phrases and saluted the Bible. However, thePrincipals and the Sojourners 
maintain the sign until after the MEZ has declared the Chapter open and the Knocks have 
been given. 

 
During the Closing, Ceremony,the Sign is given at the Command of the MEZ:“TO ORDER, 
COMPANIONS”and is dropped after the Principals have exchanged phrases and saluted the 
Bible.Once again, the Principals and Sojourners maintain the sign until the Principal 
Sojourner declares the Chapter closed. 
There may be variations on the dropping of the sign in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies 
depending upon which version of the ritual used in your Chapter i.e. in Aldersgate the sign is 
dropped by All at the same point. 
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Court Bow. 
 

At other times when you salute the MEZ, a Court Bow only is required, by a brisk lowering of 
the head, and bending the neck for a brief period.No other part of the body forms part of 
the movement. 

Question? 
 

When is the veil on the Pedestal attended to, in the Opening and Closing?Ceremonies. 
Answer 
In the opening the Second and Third Principals will unveil the Pedestal, directly the MEZ has 
declared the Chapter open. 

NB!!! It is very nice at this stage that the MEZ turns directly around, and awaits the return of 
the other two Principals, As the two Principals reach the MEZ, they all advance together to 
their respective chair, pick up their Sceptres, kiss them saying the word to themselves, all 
right reel and take their seat at the same time. 
In the Closing ceremony there is a difference within Chapters as to when to do this. 
Option One 
In Domatic Ritual it states that this is done just after the DC has taken their Sceptres and 
before the MEZ says “To Order Companions” 
Option Two 
In Aldersgate Ritual it is done just after the MEZ says:“Companions, assist me to Close the 
Chapter” 
There may be other differences, so ascertain from the Director of Ceremonies how it is done 
in your Chapter before you take a Principal’s Office. 

Question? 
How are the Sceptres dealt with at the Closing Ceremony? 
Answer 
MEZ says:“ Companions assist me to close the Chapter” 
The Sceptres are then taken From the Principals, MEZ first, H Second and J Third and placed 
on the open arms of the Assistant DC or other Companion allocated for that purpose, just 
before the MEZ says : 
“TO ORDER COMPANIONS” 

After the Principals have Kissed the Bible, the DC will return each Sceptre to the Principals in 
the same order as above, and the Principals will place them in a form of a triangle in front of 
them, with MEZ Sceptre at the bottom, H to his right and J to his left. 

The MEZ then says “ Companion Principal Sojourner, the labours of the Convocation being 
ended, you have my Command to close the Chapter” 
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NB!!!  The Principal Sojourner waits at this stage before continuing. 
The DC will take the Sceptres from the Principals and lay them on the floor in a triangle. 
MEZ Sceptre to the base of triangle, about three feet from the Principals and the Apex 
towards the East. 

The Principals will resume the Reverential or Hailing sign until PS has closed the Chapter. 
 

Once the triangle has been formed, the PS will then close the Chapter and the sign is 
dropped. 
After the IPZ has undertaken his part at the closing, the DC will take each Sceptre and either 
place in its place on the kneeling stool with Sceptre supports, or on the floor in front of the 
kneeling stool in a parallel position Note!!!Bearings on the Sceptres always go to the South. 

Question? 
When I visit other Chapters I notice that the layout of the Chapter is not the same as my 
Chapter. Is there a difference between Rituals? 

 
Answer 
YES .There is a difference between the Aldersgate Ritual and Domatic. 
Please view the Chapter layout as detailed hereafter listed as “Chapter Layouts” The 
differences are within the layout of the Five Regular Platonic Bodies “the Tetrahedron, 
Octahedron, Cube, Icosahedron, and Dodecahedron arranged North to South. They 
represent the four elements Earth, Air, Fire and Water with the Fifth being the Sphere of the 
Universe. In Aldersgate they are laid out in a straight line, whereas in Domatic they are laid 
in a Semi Circle. 
Because of that, the Bible is also laid out in different places, and likewise the Sword,Trowel, 
Square and Compass. 
The tools of the Ritual i.e. Crowbar, Pick and Shovel are also laid out in a different manner. 
Also The Point of Announcement (Aldersgate) in the West , is called The Point of Address in 
Domatic Workings. 

Note!!! The arrangements of the ensigns is based on the Instructions given to Moses in 
Numbers, Chapter 2 and is further amplified in the Symbolical Lecture. 

 
 
 

There follows the diagram of the Chapter Layouts 
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Question? 
Is there a difference in the steps taken between Aldersgate and Domatic? And why take 
Seven Steps? 
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Answer 
YES. In the first part of the opening where the three Principals take the steps towards the 
Point in the West, the Aldersgate Ritual closes the feet at the three steps taken, whereas in 
Domatic they do not close on the first and second step but close on the third. In both cases 
the first step is taken with the left foot and with the right in the second and third. Within the 
steps taken from West to East by the Principals and by The Scribe within the Exaltation 
Ceremony there is a difference. In Aldersgate the steps are not closed, whereas in Domatic 
they are closed on all three steps taken. The answer as to why Seven Steps are taken is 
because these are the steps once taken in the Excellent/ Super Excellent or Veils Degree that 
often preceded the Exaltation, as it still does in Bristol. That ceremony has three steps to the 
Blue veil, Two Steps to the Purple Veil, and Two more to the Crimson Veil. These Colours of 
course were those of the Curtain covering the Arched Entrance to the Holy of Holies, 
wherein the whole presence and nature of God was to be discovered. 

Question? 
How is the Chapter Fire undertaken? 
Answer 
Firstly be aware that Chapter Fire takes many variations due to DC’s interpretation, but 
mainly the Fire tends to follow two variations, Aldersgate and Domatic. 

What symbolism occurs during the Festive Board held after the Exaltation Ceremony? 
 
 

Here, there are three main features: - 
a) We recall the three original Grand Lodges, which culminate in the Third or Grand and Royal Lodge, 
represented by the Master Mason's  Degree,  which includes the Holy Royal Arch. lt is customary that the  
toast to the Three Grand Originals is taken with the left hand, the reason being that they are  dead . 

 

b) Firing is given to acknowledge the toasts. Here, the symbol ism is significant as the attention is first 
directed to the Plate of Gold on top of the Pedestal as we 'Point', then to the Triangle, then to the Circle 
and, finally, to the four corners of the top of the Pedestal , with a 'clap' being given to acknowledge the 
importance of the fourth and final corner of the square, symbolic of the four steps and the four knocks in 
Royal Arch Masonry. 

 

You will no doubt, remember your first experience of the Craft Festive Board and your introduction and confusion 
of the Fire following a toast. There seem to be as many variations to the Fire as there are Lodges. In the Royal 
Arch the Fire tends to follow two variations, Aldersgate and Domatic, but be aware that individual DCs tend to 
place their own interpretation  on the Fire. 

 
 
 

 
 

  Point Triangle Circle 123 (Clap|) 
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Question? 
Why is the Ensign of Judah given to  the candidate at an Exaltation in some Chapters. 
Answer 
The design of the banner of Judah comes from Genesis, in this case Chapter 49 vs 8 to 12, 
where Judah is described as a Lions Whelp. The device for Judah shows a Lion, usually lying 
down, quite often a crown and sceptre are also shown. The Lion is said to refer to the 
vigour and nobility of Judah, the sceptre is an emblem of kingship, so too is the crown. The 
Royal House of David is descended from Judah. 

Not only is the ensign of Judah an emblem of kingship and in Scotland the colour of the First 
Principals Robe. It is the chief tribe as, when the tribes were on the march, it was the one 
placed at the head. So it is the most appropriate ensign with which to constitute the 
Candidate “A Prince and Ruler in Israel” 

The Following Section is for the Assistance of Newly Exalted Companions, as even they will 
become familiar of the names etc due to the various lectures and talks given. 

Question? 
Who was Zerubbabel? 
Answer 
Zerubbabel was a Prince of Judah and Governor of Jerusalem, a position to which he was 
appointed by Cyrus, King of Persia, when the latter permitted the captive Jews in Babylon to 
return to Judah. Born in Babylon during the Babylonian captivity, he was a descendent of 
King David and a Grandson of Jehoiachin, King of Judah, at the time that the Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar took them into captivity. 

Question? 
Who was Haggai? 
Answer 
Haggai was a Prophet; about whom little is known apart from his prophecy that there would 
be a pestilence and drought because of the failure of the people to finish the rebuilding of 
the Temple.Haggai declared that God was punishing them for decorating their own houses 
before completing the house of the Lord, and he urges Zerubbabel, Governor of Judah, and 
Joshua the High Priest, to rally the people to their primary task. 

Question? 
Who was Joshua? 
Answer 

Joshua was high priest during the rebuilding of the Temple, he was the Son of Josedech and 
Grandson of Seraiah who was the High Priest when the Temple was destroyed by the forces 
of the Babylonish General. He reinstated the correct Temple Rituals, without which the 
older beliefs and practices of Judaism might have been lost. 
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Question? 
Who was Ezra? 
Answer 
Ezra a Priest and Scribe, was a leading figure in the revival of Judaism in the Land Of Israel 
after the Babylonian captivity. Ezra a Scholar and Teacher, was given official sanction to 
teach the law, appoint magistrates, offer sacrifices and beautify the Temple. He was the 
person responsible for defining both Temple Worship and the Canon of Scriptures for his 
time. Ezra certainly had a part in making the Jews the “People of the Book”. The book of 
Ezra describes the rebuilding of the Temple which is reported in detail elsewhere only in the 
books of Haggai and Zechariah. Since this story is central to the Royal Arch story you may 
wish to consult it. 
In the Chapter he is equivalent to the Secretary in the Craft. 

 

Question? 
Who was Nehemiah? 
Answer 
Nehemiah was a 5th Century BC Jewish Leader. He held a position of honour in the Court of 
the Persian King Artaxerxes 1 and in 444 BC was appointed by the King to the Governorship 
of Judea, with the authority to rebuild Jerusalem. 

The rebuilding of Jerusalem and the reforms made during his administration are recounted 
in the book that bears his name. 

 
 

Festive Board Matters 
 

It should be noted that the Festive Board is a continuation of the meeting and 
a  correct demeanour and etiquette is to be maintained throughout the 
dining arrangements and the formal toasts thereafter. 

 

Question? 
Can Mobile Phones be taken into the Festive Board? 
Answer: 
NO , Except where it is necessary for a Companion to be able to receive a possible 
emergency call. The Phone however should be switched to Silent Mode and on Vibrate. 
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Question? 
What are the correct seating arrangements for the Top Table? 
Answer: 
The Top Table will incorporate the Three Principals with the Second Principal seated to the 
First Principal’s Right Hand Side, and the Third Principal on his Left Hand Side. 

Where there is an Official Visit by a member of the Royal Arch Executive, the Visiting Officer 
will be seated on the right of the Second Principal. The Only exception to this is where there 
is a Newly Exalted Candidate, in which case the newly Exalted Candidate will be seated 
between the Second Principal and the Visiting Officer. 
The Visiting DC will be seated on the Right Hand Side of the Visiting Officer. 

 
The Other members on the Top Table would usually be The IPZ and Chapter DC who will 
usually be seated on the Left Hand Side of the Third Principal. 

 

Question? 
Who is responsible for co-ordinating the informal and formal toasts at the festive board? 
Answer: 
If there is an official visit undertaken by a member of the Provincial Executive representing 
the Most Excellent Grand Superintendent, then the Escorting DC will undertake all of this . 
The Visiting Officer may leave the Festive Board before the toast to the visitors, and the DC 
will take over the remaining toasts. 

There should only be three wine takings: 
 

• The Principals would be pleased to take wine with all the Companions and they 
request that the Companions remain seated. 

 
• The Principals would be Honoured if the Visiting Officer( State His Rank ) would take 

wine with them. 
 

• The Visiting Officer would be delighted to take wine with all the Companions and 
he too requests that they remain seated. 

Where there is no official visit, each chapter decides as to who they would wish to arrange 
the toasts. 

Some have the IPZ undertake the Informal Toasts and the DC undertakes in conjunction with 
the First Principal the formal toasts. 
Some have the DC undertake both. 

 
Choice is left  to the Chapter. 
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Question? 
Why do we Toast the Three Grand Originals with our Left Hand and Remain Seated.? 

Answer: 
The toast alludes to the Nine Grand Principals mentioned in the catechism given at the 
Festive Board who were associated with the First or Holy Lodge, the Second or Sacred Lodge 
and the Third or Grand and Royal Lodge, 
As is usual practice for the recipient of a toast to remain seated, and the Grand 
Originals cannot be present, we as the present day representatives remain seated. 
As far the toast being given with the left hand is concerned, there are a number of reasons 
claimed for this: 
One being  “This is because they are deceased and we always toast the deceased with 
the left hand.” 
Another is set out within the Bible in Nehemiah Ch 4 Verse 17 in the English but verse 11 in 
the Hebrew, and reads: 
“They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the work , and with the other hand held a weapon,” 
If they were working with their right hands (which is the biblical norm) then they would be 
holding a weapon in their left hands. 
That is why the sash goes on the right hip, whereas most weapons are held on the left hip, 
to enable them to be drawn by the right hand. 
At one stage it was customary to fight duels with the sword in the right hand and a shorter 
stabbing implement in the left hand. So it is not unknown for weapons to be carried in the 
left hand. 
If therefore the left hand in this instance is a sword hand, the toast is drunk with the left 
hand to indicate the absence of a concealed weapon. 

 
Question? 
As there is no Chaplain in the Royal Arch who says GRACE? 
Answer: 
Joshua (Third Principal) says GRACE and it ends with “AMEN”. He was the High Priest during 
the rebuilding of the Temple. 

Question? 
Who is responsible for selecting a Companion to Toast the Visitors and for a Visiting 
Companion to reply? 
Answer : 
The First Principal in Liaison with the DC. Notice to a Companion should be given at least 
one week before the meeting to allow him time to prepare a speech. It may be necessary to 
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Liaise with the Scribe E for the Guests who are attending. Likewise as much notice as 
possible should be given. 

Question? 

Are all expected to stand during the Toast to the Royal Arch? 

Answer: 

Yes without exception. 

Question? 
Why is the Fire after the Janitors Toast the same as the Fire after the Tyler’s Toast in Craft? 
 
Answer: 
The use of Craft Fire returns us to our Masonic roots and to our over-arching precept of 
Benevolence. In the final Toast we remember all needy Freemasons, not just those 
associated with the Royal Arch. 
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