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Provincial Grand Lodge & Chapter of Essex 
 

Dear Brother/Companion, 
 
May I firstly thank you for taking up the position of Royal Arch Representative. 

This role is a very important one in encouraging Members of your Lodge to 
consider their next step in Freemasonry. 

 
Greater lifestyle choices and increased career commitment have lead to busier and 
more varied lives and Freemasonry is required to compete with an ever 

broadening spectrum of alternative leisure pursuits. 
 
The fortunes of Royal Arch Masonry have always been interdependent with those 

of the Craft and any variation in recruitment in the Craft will necessarily affect the 
potential number of Candidates available for Exaltation. Although the percentage 

of Master Masons in Essex who decide to join the Royal Arch is very comparable 
with other Provinces, we must not become complacent. Indeed, together with the 
rest of the Provincial Executive, we have developed a five-year plan to move 

Freemasonry forward in Essex and have set a target to increase the membership of 
the Royal Arch to 45% by 2021. The role of the Royal Arch representative is an 
integral part of the strategy to achieve this target. 

 
In Essex we have sought to access a considerable breadth of experience that has 

revealed a number of ideas and initiatives. Some of these ideas are detailed in this 
guide, which is intended to give Royal Arch Representatives advice, explanation 
and suggestions to aid them in what we believe is one of the more significant roles 

in Freemasonry today. I do hope that you will read this carefully and seek to 
implement those ideas that are relevant and appropriate to your Lodge. It is clear 
that understanding the circumstances of each individual as well as being flexible 

to his needs are the keys to building a happy and successful future for Royal Arch 
Masonry. 
 

If you need any further guidance or support in implementing any of these ideas or 
in fulfilling your role as Lodge Royal Arch Representative, please contact your 

Lodge APGM or your Chapter APGP, both of whom will, I am sure, be pleased to 
assist. 
 

Yours sincerely and fraternally, 

Rodney Lister Bass. 

Provincial Grand Master / Grand Superintendent  
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INTRODUCTION 

These guidelines are intended to help you, as the Royal Arch 

Representative in your Lodge: 

 To promote membership of the Royal Arch in an honest, ethical 
and acceptable manner, 

 To answer the questions about the Royal Arch which you are 

likely to be asked. 

 

The important role of Lodge Royal Arch Representative has two main 

objectives. 

Firstly, to convey the message to newly initiated Brethren that Core 

Freemasonry consists of four interdependent steps: 

1. Entered Apprentice 

2. Fellow Craft 

3. Master Mason 

4. Royal Arch Companion 

The journey from Initiate to Companion is one continuous path through 

these four steps. The completion of this journey through to Royal Arch 

Companion should be encouraged taking into account the personal, 

career and financial constraints of the individual concerned. 
 

Secondly, to maintain liaison with established Brethren of the Lodge 

who for various reasons have yet to complete their journey by being 

Exalted into the Royal Arch. 

This could be because of family, career or financial reasons or even the 

no longer relevant notion that it would be best to wait until passing 

through the Master’s Chair. 

Individual circumstances change in time and therefore should be 

monitored by the Royal Arch Representative in order that every Brother 

has the opportunity to complete his journey in a timely fashion to enable 

him to extend his Masonic knowledge and enjoy the fun and fellowship 

of being a Royal Arch Mason. 

 

Do please let us have your feedback and comments on how we can 

improve this publication - they will be most welcome. 
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THE ROLE OF A ROYAL ARCH REPRESENTATIVE 

 

 To promote and maintain an awareness of the existence of the Royal 

Arch amongst those Brethren who are not yet Companions. 

 

 To be able to give the correct information in response to 

questions/enquiries about the Royal Arch. 

 

 To assist a Master Mason to arrive at his own decision to invest in the 

Royal Arch. Selling membership of the Royal Arch to a candidate is 

not an objective. Remember that all Masonry requires a free and 

voluntary inclination. 

 

 To be able to direct a Master Mason who is considering applying for 

Exaltation to a suitable Chapter (e.g. a Chapter which is most suited to 

his personal situation and can offer him suitable companionship). 

 

 To be the prime communication channel between the Lodge, your 

Chapter(s) and the Provincial Royal Arch team. 

 

 To promote and encourage Master Masons who express an interest to 

explore the Royal Arch section of ‘The Cube’ and follow the links 

where much information is available. 

 

 To ensure that any literature promoting Membership of the Royal 

Arch is freely available at his Lodge premises and prominently 

displayed and to maintain his own stock of that literature and 

Membership Application Forms.  

 

 To liaise with the Chapter Mentors that your lodge ‘feeds’ to ensure a 

smooth transition of a Brother from Master Mason to Exaltee and to 

keep them informed of potential new candidates. 

 

 To attend Provincial workshops/seminars to share best practise and 

exchange views and ideas and to discuss recruitment and retention 

initiatives. 
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Many of these have been adopted by other Lodges and are passed on as 

ideas which can be introduced within your Lodge. 

 

To the members of the Lodge as a group: 
 

 Ensure the name of the Royal Arch Representative is a standard 

feature of the notices on the Summonses. The appropriate 

wording on the summons might be as follows: 

"The Royal Arch Representative is W. Bro. A. MASON who 

would be delighted to provide further details about this 

colourful, thought provoking and uplifting Order." 
 

 Consider including the initials "RA" after the names of Lodge 

members who are also Companions on the Lodge Summons. 

Better still, stimulate curiosity by including their RA ranks. 
 

 Maintain a record of which Brethren are Royal Arch 
Companions, and keep it up to date. Talk to the ones who are 

not, and keep a record of their reasons for not joining - their 

circumstances may change. 
 

 Ensure that at every occasion when a Grand Lodge Certificate is 
presented the letter from the PGM and MEGS together with the 

"The Next Step in Freemasonry" tri-fold is also presented. These 

are sent to the Lodge Secretary by the Provincial Office. 
 

 Consider giving a brief report in Lodge annually, or when you 
feel appropriate, about the health of an associated Chapter and 

the special place that R.A. occupies in Craft Masonry. Add any 

important R.A. news which you think might be of interest to 

non-R.A. Masons and encourage P.Z.s in your Lodge to join 

Essex First Principals’ Chapter. 
 

To an individual member 
 

 Do not see yourself as a recruiter solely for your own 
Chapter(s). Obviously, your own Chapter(s) will have priority, 
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but consider also which Chapter(s) may best suit the Candidate 

(dates, places of meeting, etc.). Consider also Chapters that have 

a special need for Candidates. Advise any Chapter in which the 

Candidate expresses an interest so they can deal promptly with 

any application. 

 

 Suggest joining the Royal Arch is an excellent first step in 
widening his Masonic circle – he will meet Masons from other 

lodges, perhaps other areas/provinces. 

 

 Emphasise the enjoyment he will experience and the different 

nature of the atmosphere in Chapter – more relaxed, less 

“drilled”. 

 

 Do make him aware of the extra financial commitment! 
 

 Explain that although there are offices to work through as in the 
Craft, there will be no pressure on him to start on that new 

ladder until he is ready. 

 

 Keep a stock of Application for Exaltation forms. Help 
candidates fill them in and if necessary help to find a Proposer 

and Seconder. Have a Provincial Year Book handy to provide 

dates, place of meetings and the Scribe E's address to which to 

send the completed form. 

 

 Bear in mind that you will be doing many of the things which a 

Proposer for an Initiate should normally do. You may even end 

up being his Proposer! 

 

 Encourage attendance to recruitment evenings held around the 
Province where a Master Mason can find out even more about 

the Royal Arch in a relaxed atmosphere with other like minded 

Brethren who are seeking more knowledge. 
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 RED TABLE MEETINGS 

 

We believe that ‘Red Table’ Meetings, along the same lines as “White 

Table” or “Blue Table” evenings in the Craft, could be a most effective 

method of encouraging interest in the Royal Arch.   

‘Red Table’ meetings are where potential candidates for the Royal Arch 

attend for a short presentation at the conclusion of a Chapter meeting 

and then dine with the Companions. This has proved to be a very 

successful format for recruitment. A twenty to thirty minute slot should 

be built into the timings of the convocation to allow for the presentation 

and questions. 

If you require any help in planning a Red Table event, have any 

questions or need any advice or a presenter, please contact your APGP 

or the Royal Arch Membership Officer. We will happily offer full 

support to any Group that wishes to host a Red Table meeting including 

advice with regard to a suggested script and format for the event.  
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DEALING WITH OBJECTIONS 

 

There are a variety of reasons which may be given for not wishing to be 

Exalted in the Royal Arch. Do listen sympathetically to all such reasons 

to show that you are not just brushing the reason aside, and then 

attempt, in a considerate way, to deal with the objection. 

 

The most common objections you are likely to encounter are:  

 

What is the difference between the Royal Arch and the other Degrees 

and Orders which I am now eligible to join? 

 

 The preliminary declaration on page one in the Book of 
Constitutions states that “Pure Ancient Freemasonry consists of 

three degrees and no more, viz. those of the Entered Apprentice, 

the Fellow Craft and the Master Mason, including the Supreme 

Order of the Holy Royal Arch”. This can be interpreted in terms 

of Core Freemasonry consisting of four interdependent steps and 

Master Masons can take their fourth step by joining the Royal 

Arch.  

 

 Masonry is free and requires a perfect freedom of inclination in 
every candidate for its mysteries. This is why there is no 

Regulation that every Brother will go on to take the next step in 

Craft Freemasonry, the Royal Arch. Obviously, if a Brother does 

not go on to complete his Second and Third Degrees, he is not 

qualified to participate when the Lodge is working in those 

degrees and, without the Third Degree, he is not qualified to be 

the Master of a Craft Lodge and to progress further in Craft 

Masonry. However, a Master Mason who does not choose to be 

exalted in the Royal Arch has not yet attained all that Pure 

Ancient Masonry has to offer. He may well go forth to practise 

and progress in his Craft Masonry, but he will do so without the 

benefit of the further knowledge and understanding of the whole 

system of Pure Ancient Masonry which the Royal Arch can give 

him, and his understanding and appreciation of Core 
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Freemasonry is unlikely to be as great as it would have been if 

he had been Exalted into the Royal Arch. 

 

 Moreover several of the other Degrees and Orders are only open 
to those who come with the further knowledge of Royal Arch. 

 

What is this greater understanding of Freemasonry which is to be 

found in the Royal Arch? 

 

 If you think about the Third Degree, the Lodge is opened with 

the stated intention of seeking the genuine secrets of a Master 

Mason. Having worked the Degree, the Lodge is closed with an 

acknowledgement that only substituted secrets have been found, 

until time or circumstances shall restore the genuine. 

 

 Exaltation in the Royal Arch is the circumstance whereby the 
Master Mason, now a Companion, is assisted to continue his 

research into the mystery brought to his attention in the Third 

Degree. 

 

 

Note 

Try to avoid getting drawn into what could become an involved 

philosophical discussion.  What is important is to make it clear that the 

genuine secrets do not solely consist of some more signs and words of 

recognition. 

 

 

Why are the organisation, management and administration of the 

Royal Arch separate from the Craft? 

 

 The Royal Arch, as a part of Pure Ancient Masonry, is governed 
by the United Grand Lodge of England. This is why the M.W. 

The Grand Master and certain other Rulers of the Craft, 

provided they are Royal Arch Masons, are also appointed the 

Rulers of the Royal Arch. 
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 The Royal Arch offers its own opportunities for members of 
merit and ability to progress in Office. To cater for this and its 

special needs, it has its own system of administration and 

management at Provincial level. The symbiosis of the Royal 

Arch and Craft Masonry is illustrated by the fact that, at the 

highest levels of Freemasonry, there may be the same Ruler in 

both the Royal Arch and Craft Masonry. 

 

At what point in my Masonic career should I seek Exaltation? 

 

 The Royal Arch Regulations state that no candidate shall be 

exalted until he has been a Master Mason for a minimum of four 

weeks. 

 

 The optimum point in time at which a Master Mason should be 
exalted will depend upon the personal circumstances of each 

individual, the time that he is able to allocate to his Masonry and 

his personal inclination to further his Masonic knowledge. 

 

 Many consider it beneficial for a Master Mason to be exalted as 
early as possible. The reasons for supporting this view are that 

the new Companion will have time to sit back and absorb the 

working of the Royal Arch before achieving the Master's Chair 

in his Craft Lodge. The teachings of the Royal Arch will also be 

of benefit to him in his appreciation and understanding of his 

Craft Masonry. 

 

If I have not been Exalted in the Royal Arch, will it affect my 

promotion in the Craft? 

 

 There is nothing in the Constitution that requires a Brother to be 
a member of the Royal Arch as a qualification for promotion in 

the Craft. However, whilst there are no minus points for not 

being a member of the Royal Arch, the Province has moved 

towards a more consistent merit based system for determining 
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Provincial Appointments and Promotions that is based upon set 

criteria including membership of the Royal Arch. The 

experience, commitment and knowledge emanating from Royal 

Arch membership are justifiably important considerations when 

considering promotion to senior ranks. 

 

 The Provincial Grand Master in Essex has stated unequivocally 
that he expects his Active Provincial Officers and those that he 

promotes to senior Provincial rank in the Craft to be active in the 

Royal Arch and vice versa. He has emphasised that, in this 

regard, no one should be under any other illusion. 

 

 

I am not interested in the Royal Arch. 

 

 This is probably the most difficult objection to deal with. 

 

 Ask if the individual would mind telling you why he has no 
interest. If his lack of interest is due to the fact that he has the 

wrong idea of what the Royal Arch is about, try to gently 

explain the basic facts. 

 

 If the individual still says that he is not interested or that at 
present he does not have the time or money to invest, tell him 

that you understand and that he is entitled to make his own 

decision. 

 

 Tell him that if he ever does feel inclined to reconsider the 
matter in the future you will always be pleased to discuss it 

further with him. 
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SUPPORT FOR ROYAL ARCH REPRESENTATIVES 

 

In due course, it is intended to establish a network for Royal Arch 

Representatives within the Province in order to share best practice and 

exchange views and experiences and enhance the effectiveness of the 

role. 

 

In the meantime, should you have any questions or issues that are not 

answered by this booklet, the Royal Arch Membership Officer or the 

APGP for your Chapter will be happy to advise you accordingly. 

 

 

 


