
1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Provincial Grand Chapter of Essex 
 
 

 
 
 
The suggestions to Chapters have for many years been published in what is 
affectionately known as the "Pink Book". 

 
In this, the Eleventh Edition, they have been updated to take into account 
current requirements, changes and more options which have occurred in 
recent years. 

 
We also wish to remind Chapters of opportunities to involve more Members 
in our ceremonies and to generate a greater understanding of our wonderful 
Order. 
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FOREWORD 

 
Companions, 

Whilst we appreciate that Chapters use different Rituals and have 
their own variations in procedures, which we have no overriding 
wish to change, we should nevertheless remember that certain 
elements of our ceremonies are obligatory. In this publication we 
offer guidance in that respect and suggestions as to ways in which 
the Royal Arch ceremonial can be expanded and shared between a 
greater number of participants. 

We endorse the recommendation of Supreme Grand Chapter that 
the permitted alternative version of the Ritual introduced in 2004 
should now be the preferred option for Essex Chapters, as is 
reproduced in new editions of Ritual Books. 

We hope that Chapters will wish to give the opportunity to those 
who have not yet attained a Principal’s Chair, who are keen to 
learn the Ritual and play an active role, to be able to take more 
part in ceremonies. 

Whilst it may not always be necessary to give the “Setting the 
Scene” readings to a familiar audience, we do recommend that the 
“Sojourners’ Readings” be given to all Exaltees. 

Companions, we commend this new "Pink Book" to you and hope 
that it will assist you to continue to enjoy your Royal Arch 
Masonry. 

 
 

Provincial Grand Chapter of Essex 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR OPENING AND CLOSING OF THE 

CHAPTER 

With the adoption of opening and closing hymns, the following sequence is 
suggested for these ceremonies. 

Opening. 

The hymn is sung first, while the Principals are standing in the west. Then 
follows the opening ceremony. 

 
Closing. 

All three Principals rise for the first time, then for the second time, then for 
the third and fourth times. The ceremony of closing the Chapter follows, 
during which all the Companions present repeat after the M. E. Z. “We all do 
meet and agree” etc., the last four ‘agrees’ being given by the Principals 
only. The closing hymn is then sung. 

It is usual custom that at Provincial Grand Chapter only the Grand 
Superintendent, H & J repeat the phrases at Closing. 
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OBLIGATORY MATTERS 

• Prior to opening, the pedestal will have been prepared with the circle 
and triangle and either the word Jehovah or more simply the letters 
J.H.V.H. placed upon it. The pedestal is covered in the usual way. 

• At the end of the meeting, the pedestal is re-veiled, either by the 2nd 
and 3rd Principals or the D.C. The letters remain untouched when the 
I.P.Z declares “Nothing now remains etc., etc ” 

• In the opening and closing ceremonies by the Principals the former 
expression “the sacred words to keep” is now replaced by “our 
mysteries to keep” 

• It should be noted that during the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, 
when the Companions drop the sign, it is retained by the Principals and 
the Sojourners until the Chapter is declared Open by the First Principal 
or Closed by the Principal Sojourner. 

• It is only in Supreme Grand Chapter and Provincial Grand Chapter where 
the Sojourners drop the sign at the same time as the Companions. 

• The Obligation and Entrustment of candidates, the “Permissive” 
Symbolical and Mystical Lectures introduced in 2004 and the Word of 
a Third Principal are contained in the new editions of ritual issued by 
the various Ritual Associations. 

• When addressing the MEZ only a Court Bow is required. The Reverential 
or Hailing Sign must not be given. 

• When Companions arrive late or have to leave the Chapter early, they 
should give the Reverential Sign, to the Pedestal, NOT to the Principals. 

• Scribes E. should note that candidates must receive the complete 
Exaltation ceremony, including the Explanation of the Signs and 
Mystical Lecture (or, if the Traditional ritual is still being used, the 
Mystical Lecture Parts 1 & 2), before their application forms can be 
sent via Province to Supreme Grand Chapter for registration. N.B. the 
Historical and Symbolical Lectures are not obligatory. 
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THE SOJOURNERS’ READINGS 

It is suggested that the Principal Sojourner, Janitor or other suitable 
attendee reads the following explanations to the Candidate before EACH 
entrance into the Chapter: 

BEFORE THE FIRST ENTRANCE 

“The Temple of King Solomon which we learn about in the three degrees of 
Craft Masonry, stood for about 400 years, until it was completely destroyed 
by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar. He killed many of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and exiled most of the rest to Babylon, leaving only 
a few behind to carry out farming and other menial tasks. 

After some 70 years, the Babylonians themselves were overthrown by the 
Persian Empire under King Cyrus, who also conquered what was left of 
Jerusalem. Within a year, King Cyrus issues a decree allowing the 
descendants of those exiles from Jerusalem to return home, in order to help 
rebuild the Holy City and its Temple. 

As a candidate for Exaltation, you will represent one of those exiles 
returning to the ruined city of Jerusalem to help rebuild the Temple, or more 
accurately to help build the second Temple.” 

 
 
BEFORE THE SECOND ENTRANCE 

“You will remember that the First Temple at Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar. Royal Arch Masonry takes its rise 
from the building of the Second Temple. We are now going back into the 
Chapter, which you must regard as representing the Jewish Council or 
Grand Sanhedrim, at the return of the Jews from their Babylonian captivity. 
Many of the Jews led by Zerubbabel had already returned to Jerusalem, and 
were preparing to rebuild the Temple destroyed seventy years before. We 
three represent three Master Masons who have come up from Babylon to 
join them, and are anxious to be allowed to assist in this Great Work. The 
Ceremony will explain to you our reasons for deciding to return to 
Jerusalem, our reception there, and the instructions given us for joining in 
the work.” 



7 
 

 
BEFORE THE THIRD ENTRANCE (After preparation): 

“With the working tools entrusted to us, we three Master Masons 
have carried out our instructions to clear the ground for the foundation of 
the Second Temple. Whilst so engaged we laid bare a Secret Vault. This we 
opened. I was twice lowered into it, and there made a most important 
discovery. We have closed the vault again, and are now on our way to tell 
the Council of our discovery.” 

(The P.S. should refer to the V.S.L., Hosea Chapter 2, verse I.) 
 
 

A copy of these Readings can afterwards usefully be given to the Exaltee. 
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SETTING THE SCENE 

 
The Exaltation Ceremony is rather complicated and often leaves 
Companions somewhat bemused, probably because we don’t hear it very 
often and it’s so different from the Craft ritual. Also, unlike the Craft, it can 
be confusing as the location of the story changes throughout the ceremony 
without any obvious change in the scenery. Therefore, it might help the 
members to understand what is happening if the Chapter DC or other 
nominated Reader sets the scene during the intervals when the Sojourners 
have retired from the Chapter: 

 

After the Sojourner has retired to entrust the Candidate or the questions 
have been answered by the Candidate within the Chapter 

A Suitable Nominated Reader Rises: “Companions, the story about to 
unfold takes place some 500 years after the dedication of Solomon’s 
Temple. King Solomon has long since died. Jerusalem has since been 
attacked by the Babylonians, the city and its once magnificent temple have 
been destroyed and its inhabitants taken into captivity into Babylon where 
they have remained for 70 years. 

We are now at that period in history where the Babylonian Empire itself has 
been attacked and defeated by Cyrus the King of Persia. Cyrus has recently 
issued a decree allowing the descendants of the Hebrew exiles to return to 
their native land. The Candidate enters the Chapter blindfold representing 
one of those exiles returning to Jerusalem seeking to participate in the light 
of our mysteries with his colleagues as Sojourners or Journeyman builders. 
The Chapter room and the carpet represent a building site in the ruined city, 
where Solomon’s temple formerly stood; the Candidate is traversed across 
the ruins and arrives at the crown of a vaulted chamber where the first 
change in the scene occurs. 

 
The carpet and equipment on the floor of the Chapter now represent an 
underground vaulted chamber and its contents, where, as we shall see, a 
most important discovery is made.” 
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After the candidate has been informed, ‘You are now at liberty to retire and 
on our return to the Chapter, the ceremony will continue’, the Sojourners 
and Candidate retire. 

The Nominated Reader Continues: “When the Sojourners return to the 
Chapter, we go right back to the start of the story but, this time, as the 
Candidate is not hoodwinked he is able to see what happened in the previous 
part of the ceremony – whilst scenery in the Chapter has not changed, the 
room now represents the Grand Sanhedrin, the Council of 72 Elders which 
sat together to regulate the affairs of the Temple and the religious life of the 
Jews, where Zerubbabel presides, with Haggai and Joshua. You now 
represent the Council Members. You have to imagine that the secret vault, 
represented by the carpet and its equipment, is still undiscovered under the 
foundations of the former temple building. 

Cyrus has issued his decree allowing the exiles to return to Jerusalem. The 
three Sojourners (or journeymen builders) including the Candidate are about 
to arrive from their captivity in Babylon, having heard that the Temple is 
about to be rebuilt, to offer their services in that great and glorious 
undertaking.” 
After the MEZ orders them to ‘Go and may the God of your Fathers be with 
you’, the Sojourners and Candidate retire. 

The Nominated Reader Continues: “Companions, the Sojourners including 
the Candidate, having been issued with the implements of labour have left 
the room figuratively to prepare the ground for the foundation of the second 
temple. On their return, the Chapter room still represents the Grand 
Sanhedrin but, the secret vault represented by the carpet and other 
equipment where the important discovery was made, now becomes the focal 
point of the story. The discovery made by the Sojourners, as members of 
the princely tribe of Judah (the elite), who were given the heavy and menial 
task of clearing the ground for the foundations of the 2nd Temple, make an 
important discovery, as we shall see. A lesson that truly humble workmen, 
though engaged on unskilled and uninteresting work, may nevertheless find 
in it great reward, entitling them to a place among the wisest of men in the 
Council of Rulers. Traditionally, the Sanhedrin was the Council of Princes 
and Rulers of the people set up by command of God to assist Moses. The 
word Sanhedrin means, ‘the body of elders’, its foundation is recorded in 
the Bible - Numbers, Chapter 11, verses 16 - 25. 
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When the Candidate is rewarded and presented with his staff of office he is 
told that he will ever have the right to bear it unless 72 of the Elders are 
present. You might therefore be interested in the details of Royal Arch 
Regulation 48 which states: ‘According to ancient custom a complete 
Chapter of this Order of Freemasonry consists of Three Principals who, 
when in Chapter assembled are to be considered conjointly as the Master 
and each severally as a Master, two Scribes, a Treasurer, a Principal 
Sojourner, two Assistant Sojourners, and other companions, making up the 
number 72 as a Council: and no regular chapter can consist of more; but any 
number may be elected, exalted and received as Companions with all the 
privileges of membership save they are not to hold the staff of office or to 
be considered as Councillors when more than 72 are present. 

 

We will now hear a detailed dramatic account of how that discovery was 
made.” 

 
 
[The following paragraph only applies if the Arch has been rebuilt for this 
part of the Ceremony, so that the PS can, at the appropriate time, knock out 
the Arch stones and Keystone when he is describing his access into the vault: 

“You will notice that the Arch has been re-built so that the Candidate will 
have an opportunity to see and appreciate what he did whilst hoodwinked 
earlier in the ceremony.” 
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READING THE SCRIPTURE EXTRACTS 

Those Companions, (and they do have to be PZ’s) whose task it is to read 
the extracts from Scriptures are commended to read them beforehand. This 
would undoubtedly assist them in reading them well during the ceremony, 
to the advantage of the candidate. The first reading is not continuous, but 
from different Chapters and Verses of Proverbs in a Book of the VSL. A 
slight pause between each is sensible. 

 
 

CONCLUSION OF THE EXALTATION CEREMONY 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the newly exalted Companion should 
be brought to the east and addressed by the M.E.Z:- 

 
 
“You are entitled to know by what authority we act in exalting you into this 
Supreme Degree. This is our Charter from the Supreme Grand Chapter of 
England, for your inspection now or at any future Convocation. The 
Regulations of Supreme Grand Chapter are contained in the Book of 
Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of England and are already in your 
possession. I also present you with a copy of the By-Laws of your Chapter, 
both of which I recommend to your perusal, that you may appreciate your 
responsibilities to the Order and to this Chapter.” 
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PRESENTATION OF A GRAND CHAPTER CERTIFICATE 

A Companion's Certificate from Supreme Grand Chapter should be 
presented to him in his Chapter, and some reference may be made to the 
following features in it: 

1. The indication of the close relationship between the Craft and Royal 
Arch, viz.:- 

(a) The letters at the top, in the form of an Arch, with their Craft 
meaning instead of those which would have an essentially R.A. 
significance. (The words are written in full in an arc at the top of each 
Chapter’s Charter: “In The Name Of The Grand (not Great) Architect 
Of The Universe”. 
(b) The Mosaic Pavement of the Craft, in place of a more 
characteristic flooring, representing the floor of the Vault. 
(c) The Seal of Supreme Grand Chapter is identical, except for the 
surrounding words, with that of United Grand Lodge, and containing 
symbols which today, are essentially R.A. - the Man, Lion, Ox and 
Eagle on the Shield, and the Hebrew words between the wings. 

2. The representations of the Triangle, the special symbol of the R.A. 

(a) Superimposed on the Blazing Star. 
(b) Containing the radiating Sun within. 
(c) Solomon's Seal of two interlaced triangles, representing our 
twofold nature, Spiritual and Material. 

3. The Circles surrounding the last, referring to the Deity and Eternity. 

4. The inscription testifying that the Companion is registered in the 
books of Supreme Grand Chapter which, with other proofs, will enable him 
to secure admission into R.A. Chapters. 

The space for the Companion's signature, which he should then add at the 
Scribe E.'s table. 

As the Certificate is usually presented at the end of a Ceremony, time may 
not allow the full description to be given, but one or more of the most 
significant features should be indicated. When time permits, some details of 
the history of R.A. Certificates may also be given. 
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INSTALLATION OF PRINCIPALS 
Companions are aware that, subject to appropriate qualification, it is now 
possible to elect as Third Principal a Companion who has not been Installed 
as a Master of a Lodge. 

• A New Password leading to the Third Principal's Chair now applies 
and this must be used in ALL CASES. 

• It is recommended that the I.P.Z. should be invested in the Conclave 
of First Principals. 

• The reading of the Scriptures is most appropriately carried out by the 
temporary occupant of the Third Principal's Chair. Note that the 
readings are not continuous, but are extracts from various portions of 
the Scriptures. The Companion reading them is well advised to look 
at them beforehand in order to assimilate them and make an 
appropriate pause between each extract. 

• It is preferable that anointing’s be done by the Installing Principal 
rather than the D.C. 

After the closing of the last Conclave, the Companions are admitted, and we 
suggest that those who are members of the Chapter line up in the west,  the 
D. C. at their head. 

The I.P.Z. addresses them:- “Companions, during your temporary absence, 
E. Comp…..... has been duly installed in the Chair of Z, E. Comp. ......... in 
the Chair of H., and E. Comp. in the Chair of J., and I now proclaim 
them First, Second and Third Principals respectively of this the …...…... 
Chapter, No. …..., on the Register of Supreme Grand Chapter of England, 
until the next regular period of election within the Chapter, and until 
successors have been elected and installed in their stead.” 

The Charter is presented to the M.E.Z. by the I.P.Z. in terms similar to those 
used in the Craft. The M.E.Z. stands to receive it (the other two Principals 
remaining seated), and then resumes his seat. 

The I.P.Z. instructs the Companions to be seated and continues:- “The 
Regulations of Supreme Grand Chapter are contained in the Book of 
Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of England and are already in your 
possession, I now present you with a copy of the By-Laws of your Chapter.” 
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ADDRESSES AFTER INSTALLATION 

Addresses to the Principals, Officers and Companions set out below are 
purely optional and in no way form an essential part of the Installation 
Ceremony. They do, however, offer another opportunity for more Members 
to play an active role, especially those who are not yet Principals. 

Those given should be delivered after the investiture of the Officers has been 
completed - the address to the Principals from the west and those to the 
Officers and to the Companions from the south east. 

ADDRESS TO THE PRINCIPALS 

M.E., E. Companion H., and E. Companion J., the members of this Chapter 
have elected you to the most important offices it is in their power to bestow. 
This expression of their esteem and respect should find in you a ready 
response, and your demeanour should be such as to repay the honour they 
have conferred upon you, by a faithful discharge of the duties of your 
respective offices. The stations to which you are called are important, not 
only with respect to the correct practice of our rites and ceremonies, and the 
internal economy of the Chapter over which you preside, but also with 
regard to the reputation of our Order, which will rise or fall with the standard 
of conduct of its principal officers. You have accepted a trust to which is 
attached a weight of responsibility that will require all your efforts to 
discharge with credit and satisfaction. You are to see that the Officers are 
capable and faithful in the exercise of their respective offices, to encourage 
them in their efforts and to assist them in their difficulties. you are to 
exercise a careful supervision over the general conduct of your Chapter, and 
ensure the due solemnity and dignity of our ceremonies. In fine, you are to 
be to your Officers and Companions examples which they will not hesitate 
to follow, thus securing their respect and approval, and the satisfaction of a 
clear conscience. 

 
 
ADDRESS TO THE OFFICERS 

Companions in office, precept and example should ever advance with equal 
pace. Those moral duties which our Order teaches, and which in our 
ceremonies you are to illustrate to others, should never lack expression   in 
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your own conduct. By deference to superior officers and courtesy to all, you 
will earn the respect of your Companions, and by learning from those of 
wider experience you will become better able to impart knowledge to others. 
You are therefore pledged not only to a regular and punctual attendance and 
a strict performance of your duties but also to the endeavour to acquire an 
understanding of the ceremonies, symbols and lessons of our Order. Let 
ambition to achieve distinction in the Chapter be reflected both in your 
willingness to learn and in your readiness to instruct, ever remembering that 
he who faithfully performs his duty, even in a subordinate station, is as justly 
entitled to esteem and respect as he who is invested with supreme authority. 

 
 
ADDRESS TO THE COMPANIONS 

Companions, the exercise and management of this sublime degree of 
Masonry in this Chapter, hitherto, has been so highly appreciated, and its 
good reputation so well established, that I must presume that these 
considerations alone, were there not others of greater magnitude, would 
suffice to induce you to preserve and perpetuate this valuable and 
honourable character. But, when to those is added the pleasure which every 
philanthropic heart must feel in doing good, in promoting good order, in 
diffusing light and knowledge, and in cultivating charity which, next to the 
praise and glory of the Most High, are the great objects of this sublime 
institution, I cannot doubt that your future conduct and that of your 
successors will be calculated still further to enhance the lustre of this justly 
esteemed reputation. 

May your Chapter be as beautiful as the Temple of King Solomon, as 
peaceful as the Ark, and as sacred as the Most Holy Place. 

Let your oblations of piety and praise be grateful as the Incense, your love 
warm as its flame, your charity diffusive as its fragrance. 

May your hearts be pure as the Altar, your conduct acceptable as the 
offering. Let the exercise of your charity be constant as the returning wants 
of the distressed widow and the helpless orphan. 

May the approbation of Heaven be your encouragement and the testimony 
of a good  conscience your support. May you be endued with    every good 
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and perfect gift while travelling the thorny path of life, and finally be 
admitted within the heavenly Temple to the full enjoyment of life eternal. 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE ADDRESS TO THE COMPANIONS 

Companions for many years now the practice and management of Royal 
Arch Masonry in this Chapter has attained so high a standard that it has 
firmly established a very sound reputation. This alone should be a sufficient 
encouragement to you to do all in your power to maintain it. 

But when you consider in addition the natural pleasure which every 
generous man feels in trying to do good, in spreading light and knowledge 
and in practising charity which, after the praise and glory of the Most High, 
are the prime objects of this sublime Order, I am sure that your future 
conduct and that of your successors will be such as is calculated to enhance 
this reputation still further. 

Strive to make our Chapter as beautiful as the Temple of Solomon and as 
peaceful as the Ark, let it be as sacred as the Most Holy Place. Let your 
oblations of piety and praise rise as the incense, your love burn as its fire 
and your charity be all pervasive as its fragrance. 

May your hearts be as pure as the Altar, your conduct acceptable as the 
Offering. Let your charity be constant as the returning wants of the 
distressed widow and the helpless orphan. 

May you be endued with every good and perfect gift while travelling the 
thorny path of life and finally be admitted within the Heavenly Temple to 
the full enjoyment of life eternal. 

Companions who have attained the office of MEZ are eligible to join Essex 
First Principals’ Chapter No. 3256 and they are strongly encouraged to do 
so to further their enjoyment of Royal Arch Masonry and to provide a link 
between the Province and their own Chapter. The Chapter meets only twice 
a year, at Southend on the Third Thursday in May and in Frinton 
(Installation) on the Fourth Thursday in September. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE ROBES AND SCEPTRES 

 
 
This again presents an opportunity for members other than the respective 
Principals and the IPZ, to participate in the ceremonial. 

 
 
For example, 3 nominated Companions are brought to the East, each to stand 
in front of a Principal, after the completion of the Installation ceremony. 
Each then gives the explanation to the Principal he stands in front of, who 
in turn stands to receive it in the normal way then sits. At the conclusion of 
the 3 explanations the Companions are escorted en bloc back to their seats. 
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INSTALLATION OF AN ALREADY INSTALLED PRINCIPAL 

When a Principal is elected to occupy the same Chair for a second year, 
immediately following the first year, no ceremony of Installation is 
required; He continues in office. He should only be declared by the DC. 

If a Companion is elected to be First, Second or Third Principal of a Chapter 
for a second occasion, not immediately following the first, or if he has 
already been installed into the same office in another Chapter, the following 
modified ceremony of Installation is recommended. 

The Principal Elect is presented by the D.C. after which:- 

Installing Principal:- “E. Companion Director of 

Ceremonies, your presentation shall be attended to. ' 

“E. Companion ........, 1 congratulate you on the honour which has been 
conferred on you in having been elected again to the honourable position of 
First Principal. As you know, the ceremony of Installation of a Principal is 
twofold. It consists first of promotion to the rank in the Order, and secondly 
of Investiture and Installation into a Chair of a particular Chapter. 

You have already attained the rank of Z. in the Order, and it is unnecessary 
for you again to take the obligation which you took on a former occasion, 
and which remains binding upon you for so long as you may live.” 

(For Second or Third Principal appropriate changes in the words are made). 

In the Conclave of Principals, the Password, Scripture reading and Sign and 
Word are not necessary. 
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R.A. GRACE 

Before dining: 
 

“For good fare and good company thanks be to God. As Brethren and 
Companions, let us ever seek to do good.” 

After dining: 

“Thus refreshed, let us give praise and thanks to the Giver of all good things, 
not forgetting that we are of the Household of the Faithful.” 

The Grand Superintendent has no objection to the following alternative 
Graces: 

Before dining: “Benedictus, Benedicat” (May the Blessed One bless), to 
which the reply is “Deo Gratias” (Thanks be to God). 

After dining: “Benedicto, Benedicatur” (May the Blessed One be blessed), 
again the reply is “Deo Gratias”. 
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SHARING THE WORK IN THE CEREMONY OF EXALTATION 

In order to involve more Companions in the Ceremony of Exaltation and 
hopefully to make the ceremony more interesting, Chapters may wish to 
adopt one the following methods of sharing the work of the Principal 
Sojourner.  The work of the M.E.Z. can also be shared, as indicated below. 

SHARING THE SOJOURNERS’ WORK – VERSION 1 

The Principal Sojourner entrusts the Candidate outside the door of the 
Chapter. He carries out his duties up to the point where they retire for the 
first time shortly after the obligation, interacting with the M.E.Z. Up to this 
point in the ceremony the Principal Sojourner is assisted by the 1st Assistant 
Sojourner. 

After the candidate has been informed, ‘You are now at liberty to retire and 
on our return to the Chapter, the ceremony will continue’, the Sojourners 
and Candidate retire. 

The 1st Assistant Sojourner takes control of the candidate when they re- 
enter as “Three Master Masons from Babylon”, assisted by the 2nd Assistant 
Sojourner, and the Principal Sojourner quietly takes a seat in the North 
West. In some chapters, the Second Principal takes over the work of the 
M.E.Z. for this part of the ceremony. 

After the MEZ orders them to ‘Go and may the God of your Fathers be with 
you’, all the Sojourners and Candidate retire. 

The 2nd Assistant Sojourner takes over control when they re-enter as “The 
Three Sojourners who were sent to prepare the ground for the foundations 
of the Second Temple”, assisted by the Principal Sojourner, and the 1st 

Assistant Sojourner quietly takes a seat in the North West. For this part of 
the ceremony, the Third Principal may take over the work of the M.E.Z. 

From the point when they retire to be clothed in the robes of Innocence, the 
Principal Sojourner resumes control for the remainder of the ceremony, 
assisted by the 1st Assistant Sojourner, and the 2nd Assistant takes a seat in 
the North west. The work of the M.E.Z. would revert to the First Principal. 
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N.B. Some Chapters prefer to use the 2nd Assistant Sojourner for the first 
part of the ceremony, up to where the candidate retires shortly after the 
obligation, on the grounds that there are fewer words to learned in this 
section. In this case the Principal Sojourner would take over at point where 
the Sojourners return having made a discovery of importance, and continue 
through to the end.   See below for a full explanation. 

ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF SHARING THE WORK 

Chapters adopting the alternative ritual, as agreed by Supreme Grand 
Chapter in 2004, may proceed as follows: 

The first section of the Principal Sojourner's work can be conducted by the 
Second Assistant Sojourner, interacting with the M.E.Z. 

The second section (“Three MM’s from Babylon…) conducted by the First 
Assistant Sojourner interacting with the Third Principal. 

The remaining P.S.’s work, from the Sojourners returning with a discovery 
of importance, should then be conducted by the P.S. interacting with Second 
Principal up to the Scribes E. and N. confirming “Correct M.E. in every 
particular”, after which the P.S. conducts the rest of his colloquy with the 
M.E.Z. 

Once the M.E.Z. has delivered the address after Exaltation and the 
Candidate has been seated, it is at this stage that the Royal Arch signs must 
be explained. It is permissible for a Past First Principal to deliver the 
explanation of the Royal Arch Signs. 

Following this, three Revised Lectures are available, of which the Mystical 
must always be given, the other two, the Historical and Symbolical being 
optional. 

These (alternative) lectures may all be shared, the Historical naturally 
dividing into three parts, the Symbolical into two and the Mystical into 
three.  The Traditional lectures may also be similarly divided. 
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