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Provincial Grand Chapter of Essex 
 
 
 

“Red Table Meetings of Essex Royal Arch Chapters” 
 

 

 
“Red Table” meetings are where potential candidates for the Royal Arch attend for a 
short presentation at the conclusion of a Chapter meeting and then dine with the 
Companions. This has proved to be a very successful format for recruitment. A 20 to 
30 minute slot should be built into the timings of the convocation to allow for the 
presentation and questions.  
If you require any help in planning a Red Table, have any questions or need any 
advice or a presenter, please contact you APGP. 
 
The suggested format for the evening is as follows is as follows: 
 
After the Chapter is closed, there is no procession out of the Temple, with the 
Companions remaining in their positions, in their regalia and robes or surplices in 
their customary positions. The entire “Vault” and its contents remain in position but 
the altar MUST be and remain covered. 
 
The invited Master Masons/Past Masters (who wear no regalia but have been asked 
to wear normal Masonic attire – dark suit etc.) are received and introduced by the 
DC and seated with the companions so that they have a full view of the Chapter and 
the Principals – possibly the North East or South East. The tri-fold leaflet “The Next 
Step in Freemasonry” should be handed to them at an appropriate moment during 
the evening – probably before the start of proceedings. 
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Suggested Script 
 
Please vary this script as suits the chapter and time available. It can be divided 
between several speakers. 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Brethren, when you were initiated into Craft masonry you were given a copy of the 
“Book of Constitutions”. Now I am sure that every night you read a page or so! If you 
look at the very start of the “Craft Constitutions and Regulations”, you will find what 
is referred to as the “Preliminary Declaration” – it reads: 
 
“By the solemn Act of Union between the two Grand Lodges of Freemasons of 
England in December 1813, it was declared and pronounced that pure Antient 
Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, viz those of the Entered 
Apprentice, the Fellow Craft and the Master Mason, including the Supreme 
Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” 
 
So what is this “Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch”? And why should Master 
Masons join it? 
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A Brief history of how the Royal Arch got to where it is today 
 
The origins of the Royal Arch are, like those of the Craft, shrouded in mystery. Royal 
Arch Masonry has been practised since the early days of organised Masonry. 
 
After the Antients Grand Lodge was formed in 1751 as a rival to the Premier Grand 
Lodge (the Moderns), there were two divergent views about the Royal Arch. 
 
The Antients considered the Royal Arch to be the “root, heart and marrow of 
Freemasonry.” They did not have separate Chapters, but worked it in a Craft Lodge 
as a 4th degree and every Antient Craft Lodge had the power to denominate itself a 
Chapter and confer the Royal Arch degree. 
 
The Premier Grand Lodge did not want the Royal Arch worked within their Lodges, 
but rather in separate Chapters, because they considered it was not part of Craft 
Masonry. They also set up their own Grand Chapter in 1766. 
 
There was of course great rivalry between the two Grand Lodges, but by the 
beginning of the 1800 ’s attempts were being made to merge them. However, the 
difference in approach to the Royal Arch and its place in Freemasonry caused one 
of the biggest obstacles to reconciliation. 
 
The eventual Union took place on 27 December 1813,  
 
The Royal Arch stumbling block was overcome by a compromise. The Royal Arch 
remained part of pure ancient masonry and this is still reflected today by the fact that 
the Chapter jewel is worn in Craft Lodges (thus satisfying the Antients) but Royal 
Arch ceremonies would no longer be carried out in a Craft Lodge, but rather in a 
separate “Chapter”- thus satisfying the Moderns. 
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So why join the Royal Arch? 
 
There are 3 main reasons: 
 
First – It is the completion of your journey through pure ancient Masonry.  
In the degrees which you received in the Craft you were taught that Freemasonry is 
a system of morality, based on a belief in TGAOTU and promoting brotherly love, 
relief and truth as the rule for your earthly pilgrimage. 
The ceremony of Raising implies that there is more to learn, for it urges us to lift our 
eyes beyond our civil duties and routine existence. The Royal Arch develops this 
theme and teaches us that the true secrets of a Freemason are to be found within 
ourselves, whilst concentrating on our relationship with the Supreme Being. In other 
words, the spirituality of the Royal Arch complements the practicality of the Craft. 
 
Second - It continues the historical time-line of King Solomon’s Temple, Jerusalem 
and the Jewish people. 
Let’s go back to your Third Degree. This is around 970 - 950BC. Solomon is King of 
the United Kingdom of Israel, head of the 12 tribes. The Temple at Jerusalem has 
been completed and the Ark of the Covenant deposited in the Holy of Holies, but the 
principal architect of the Temple, Hiram Abif, has been murdered and the secrets of 
a Master Mason lost. 
Solomon reigned on for about 40 years. However, although we regard Solomon as a 
great king, he was not universally popular throughout the entire Kingdom as taxation 
was always high. Upon his death, his son Rehoboam (Ri-a-bow-am) succeeded to 
the throne. The ten northern tribes refused to accept Rehoboam as King and broke 
away, continuing to be called the Kingdom of Israel or the Northern Kingdom. The 
tribes of Judah (Solomon’s tribe) and Benjamin remained loyal to Rehoboam and 
became the Kingdom of Judah or the Southern Kingdom, with Jerusalem as its 
capital. 
The Northern Kingdom of Israel existed as an independent state for over 200 years 
until it was conquered by the Assyrian Empire and most of its population killed or 
exiled throughout Asia and Africa, leading to the legend of the Ten Lost Tribes. This 
is why today you find people as far as Ethiopia, for instance, claiming to be Jews. 
The southern Kingdom of Judah remained intact for about 330 years until about 600 
BC, when Jerusalem was attacked by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar 
(Neb-u-kad-nezzer). The Temple (Solomon’s Temple) was plundered and razed to 
the ground and the King Jehoiachin (Je-hoy-akin), the Royal Family and anyone of 
any worth was carried away to exile in Babylon. And this is where the Royal Arch 
story begins. 
The Jews remained in exile in Babylon for 70 years until the Babylonians were 
themselves conquered by the Persians under King Cyrus. The Persians, mainly for 
political reasons, were much friendlier towards the Jews and allowed them to return 
to Jerusalem and build a second Temple on the site of the first, some 500 years 
after the first temple was dedicated.  
Our Royal Arch story concerns the Jews returning to Jerusalem to commence 
excavations for this second Temple and a momentous discovery made during that 
work. 
 
Third - The Royal Arch gives a Master Mason the opportunity to enjoy variation 
from their Craft experience, a beautiful colourful ceremony with wonderful ritual, to 
widen his circle of Masonic friends and, because of a Chapter’s more intimate 
nature, to build closer bonds with his brethren. 
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The Chapter Officers. [Officers should stand when identified] 
 
Individual members are known as Companions – a “Companion” is someone with 
whom you would share your food – closer than a “brother”.  
At the head of a Chapter are the 3 Principals, rather like a Master and his 2 
Wardens but in the Chapter they rule conjointly. They all sit in the East. 
Scribe Ezra is the Chapter Secretary and Scribe Nehemiah can be compared to the 
Inner Guard in Craft.  
The Principal Sojourner acts as a Deacon, conducting candidates during the 
ceremony and he is assisted by 2 helpers. The other officers are, broadly speaking, 
like those in the Craft. 
 [The Treasurer, DC, ADC, Almoner, Charity Steward, Stewards etc may be 
indicated here if thought appropriate].  
 
Progression through the offices can be made entirely at your own pace, always 
bearing in mind your Craft commitments. 
 
 
The Regalia 
 
Companions wear three items of regalia. A jewel, - which should also be worn as 
part of their Craft regalia, an apron and a sash.  
Slight changes in their design denote progress through the Order.  
As you can see, the 3 Principals wear robes - red, purple, blue - whilst the Scribes 
and Sojourners wear white surplices. 
 
 
How is the Royal Arch organised? 
 
In most cases, a Royal Arch Chapter is attached to a specific Lodge, will bear its 
number and usually have the same name. Our ruling body, Supreme Grand 
Chapter, is administered from Freemasons’ Hall under the leadership of HRH The 
Duke of Kent, who we call the First Grand Principal.  
 
In the Royal Arch Province of Essex there are around 120 Chapters. These are led 
by Royal Arch Executive made up of: 

 E Comp Rodney Bass as “Grand Superintendent”, in addition to his role as 
Provincial Grand Master,  

 A Deputy Grand Superintendent  - E Companion Cliff Thoms 

 2nd and 3rd Provincial Grand Principals, E Comps Clive Rees & Phil Campbell 

 5 Assistants to the Provincial Grand Principals) APGP’s - similar to APGM’s in 
the Craft -  E Comps 

o Ian Simpson 
o Arthur Lucas 
o Elliott Chevin 
o John Crudgington 
o Andrew McLoed 

 And a Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies – E Companion Geoff Turpin 
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How do I Qualify to Join? 
 
A Master Mason may be exalted (the Royal Arch equivalent of initiation) four weeks 
after being raised to the Third Degree. 
You will need to complete an application form and be proposed and seconded, and 
in the same way before you were initiated into the Craft, there will be a ballot of the 
members of the Chapter you choose to join. You do not need to be interviewed 
again! 
 
What Chapter Can I Join 
 
Most lodges have a Chapter connected to them – but there is no obligation to join 
that Chapter. Many choose the chapter connected to their Craft lodge as they know 
the people involved, but others may choose another Chapter to meet a new circle of 
masons, attend with Masonic friends, because the meeting dates or location are 
more convenient, or a whole host of other reasons. 
 
What I should Know about THIS Chapter  
 
Details of costs, meeting dates & times & any other relevant information are given 
(briefly) at this point. 
 
Questions  
Invite from the MMs/PMs. Other Companions may wish to share their 
views/comments (briefly) at this point. 
 
Closing  

 Thank for attendance 

 Emphasise that the Companions are around afterwards and at dinner to 
answer their questions 

 That dinner will not be a full “RA Festive Board” – there will be some things 
that are left out – they have to join to find these out! 

 Membership Forms are available! 
 
 
If wished, the Principals and senior Companions can then process out as normal. 
 
 
 
The following Festive Board 
 
The MMs/PMs should be spread evenly amongst the Companions at dinner, or sit 
with their invitees. The questions after the return of Grace from the MEZ to the PS 
are not asked. The usual toasts can be observed, but without fire. Application forms 
should be available! 
 
 


