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Finally, we turn our thoughts to the room in which we meet. Why do 
Royal Arch Chapters meet in the rooms that they do & why are they set 
out in the way that they are? 

 
WHERE WE MEET 

 
You may say instantly – your Masonic Hall – but that would deserve no 
prize. Perhaps we should therefore look closely & study the full 
significance of just where we meet. 

 
The first place is in the open air in the wilderness of Sinai, we are on a 
journey from the slave camps of Egypt across the Red Sea into the 
desert called Horab. What you see before you is part of what it must 
have looked like to those Hebrews as they camped. 

 
The second place is within the tabernacle or sanctuary, the moving 
Temple that travelled with them on their journey. The surest sign that 
we are in the presence of a Holy Place is that there before our eyes is a 
pillar of white marble on which a bowl of incense would once have 
burnt, placed in the outer chamber of the Holy of Holies. 

 
The third place that we meet is the Grand Sanhedrin, which gathered in 
the courts around the Holy Temple & here we meet further exiles that 
returned from far away lands. 

 
Zerubbabel the Prince, Haggai the Prophet, who foretold of his return & 
Joshua the Priest, who helped restore worship at Jerusalem. Also in this 
place are Ezra & Nehemiah & other Companions who formed the 
Sanhedrin. These then are the three locations that we find ourselves 
today, in the wilderness of Sinai, within the tabernacle & around the 
Temple of Jerusalem. In each case we are in sacred territory & bound on 
the Lord‟s business. 
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We have now read why it was necessary for a soldier to be able to use 
his left hand to hold his sword but there was a further reference to the 
military. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
The history of the Royal Arch predates the Craft by many years & it 
continues for centuries after King Solomon‟s Temple. 

 
It contains many fabulous tales, stories & legends & from these the idea 
to compile a collection of short stories about the history & people took 
root. 

 
The original text of the short stories, was compiled by EComp John 
RT Cavanagh PPrDepGSwdB of the Province of East Lancashire. 

 
We acknowledge his hard work & extensive research that has 
culminated in the content of this booklet. We also place on record our 
thanks for granting his permission for the short stories to be reproduced 
in this booklet. 

 
We ask you to remember when you were initiated into Freemasonry & 
were called upon to make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge  
& it is hoped that you will duly appreciate the beauty & exquisite 
interest of this the „Foundation of the whole Masonic Structure‟ 

 
We also ask you to open your hearts, ears & your minds & enjoy what 
you are about to read which is the interpretation of the extensive  
research into our Royal Arch history by one individual. 

 
WHY ARE WE NOT BROTHERS? 

 
 
The word Companion originally came from a military background. It 
referred soldiers who shared bread together, messmates. Your 
Companions were the men with whom you ate in the barracks & with 
whom you fought in the field. 

 
They were the men who you defended in battle & who defended you;  
the men on who your own life might depend & they in turn on you.  
Your relationship is closer than friendship, closer than that of a brother. 
Relationships made in battle are hard to forget. 

 
In the Royal Arch our relationship to each other is a closer one. The  
term Brother is not enough in the Royal Arch – we need something  
more & we have it in the relationship of a Companion. 

 
We should be proud of this bond, this relationship, to call each other 
Companion. 



21 2  

In Royal Arch Masonry we ware told that the penal sign is the only 
perfect sign in Freemasonry given with the left hand, but: 

 
WHY WITH THE LEFT HAND? 

 
It is a tradition in Royal Arch Masonry that we use the left hand on 
many occasions, the penal sign, for taking wine & carrying our sword. 

 
The answer to the question lies back with our ancient brethren who 
returned from Babylon & started to rebuild the walls of the city of 
Jerusalem. 

 
It is said that they had their trowel in their right hand with which to 
rebuild the city walls, whilst their left was free; with which to fight. 

 
The sword would have been buckled to their right side & it is from this 
legend that we in respect to them wear our sash upon our left shoulder  
to hang on the right side symbolically to hold our sword. 

 
The building of the city walls was of such importance that to put down 
one‟s trowel was not allowed. This is why we use of the left hand for 
the penal sign – the sign signifying the sword. 

 
As for taking wine, when a stranger approached how should one greet 
him – by laying down one‟s trowel & shaking his hand whilst holding a 
sword in the left? 

 
Not a very friendly welcome. Would it not be better to put down one‟s 
sword & to drink his health with the left? 

So to begin: who led the Israelites from the slave camps & where did he 
come from? Our first story is: 

 
THE MURDERER WHO SPOKE TO GOD 

 
It is not often that a murderer becomes one of the most important & 
respected people & a great leader of a Nation. Such was our Grand 
Master Moses. 

 
You may not know that he murdered an Egyptian who was attacking  
one the Hebrews, burying him in the sand & then fleeing into hiding in 
Midian, now known as Saudi Arabia, where he became a shepherd. 

 
Years later Moses was in the hills when he saw a burning bush that did 
not seem to burn away & he heard a voice say “TAKE OFF THINE 
SHOUES, FOR THOU STANDEST ON HOLY GROUND. I AM THE 
GOD OF THY FATHERS”. 

 
Moses was afraid & hid his face. God told him that He had come to 
rescue the Hebrews & that Moses was to go the Pharaoh & tell him to 
“LET MY PEOPLE GO” and Moses was to lead them out of Egypt. 

 
Moses said to God “You want me, a wanted man, to go to the most 
powerful man on Earth & tell him my God says let all my people go?” 
This is MY COMMAND said God. 

 
Moses realised that speaking to Pharaoh would be easier than speaking 
to the Israelites who had been settled for 400 years. Moses said to God 
“When I go to the children of Israel & say the God of your ancestors has 
sent me”, they will say “but what is His Name?” 

 
For the first time since the dawn of time the True & Living God Most 
High was revealed for God said “Tell them that I AM THAT I AM hath 
sent you” 
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Biblical scholars have translated this to JHVH or JEHOVAH or  
Yahweh or I will be that I will be or Lord. 

 
So Moses became Gods‟ spokesman. Moses was a poor speaker & told 
God to give the task to his brother Aaron, but God saw good in Moses  
& told him he would be with him. 

Following our Exaltation we are told that a perfect knowledge of this 
Supreme Degree cannot be obtained without attaining the Three 
Principals Chairs. But why does each Principal wear a different  
coloured Robe & what is the significance of the colours? 

 
WHAT ARE THE ROYAL ARCH COLOURS? 

 
We hear each year at the Installation Convocation, the explanation of  
the robes of the Principals & the significance of the colours. But where 
do the colours come from? 

 
For this we need to travel back some 3500 years to the time of our  
Grand Master Moses. The Book of Exodus tells the story of the time the 
Lord spoke to Moses & told him how the Jews were to live. 

 
He also taught them how to pray. He gave instruction in how a moving 
Temple to his glory was to be built & thus the tabernacle was formed. 

 
The Lord gave Moses instruction in the colours to be used in the fabric 
of the Tabernacle. These colours were Red, Purple & Blue or Blue, 
Purple & Scarlet depending on which version of the Bible you read. 

 
These colours were said to represent the elements. Red for fire, Purple 
for the sea as the blood of shellfish dyes it & Blue for the sky. The Lord 
chose Bezaliel & Aholiab, other names in our ritual, to prepare & sew 
the cloth for the tabernacle. 

 
The Lord also gave instruction on what the High Priest should wear & 
the colour of this robe was to be blue. This shows why the colours for 
the robes of our Principals are so important & it also shows just how old 
some of our practices date from. 

 
So when you wear those robes remember these robes represent one of 
the most Holy items of the Israelites & wear them with pride. 
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So remembering when each of us was Exalted, towards the conclusion  
of the ceremony we are told that we are entitled to hold a staff of office 
unless 72 or more of our elders are present. So what was: 

 
THE GRAND SANHEDRIN & THE NUMBER 72 

 
During the ceremony the Sojourners are told to report any discovery to 
the Grand Sanhedrin – but what was the Grand Sanhedrin? It originated 
from the Council of Elders formed in the wilderness when Moses was 
instructed to select 70 men to form a Tribunal for judicial & 
administrative purposes. 

 
This he did, but on their return from the tabernacle, two other men had 
received prophetical spirit & Moses added them to their numbers. This 
makes the 72 used in our ritual today. It wasn‟t formed from 6 members 
from each of the 12 tribes, as is a popular misconception. 

 
There is legend that there were 71 seats around King Solomon‟s throne 
& this Council of State assisted the King – again adding King Solomon 
to the number makes 72. 

 
The number 72 features again with the Jews when the Bible was first 
translated into ancient Greek. It was said to have been done by 72 
translators, 6 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. This task was 
completed & agreed upon in 72 days. 

 
The supervision of matters relating to the Temple almost certainly came 
under the control of the Sanhedrin. It is not surprising therefore that 
those Companions making the discovery in the vault should be  
rewarded with seats amongst the rulers & Princes of the people. 

Within our Royal Arch Temples we traditionally display the Standards 
of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, in the centre of the Temple, However,  
the camp of the Israelites was set out somewhat differently. 

 
THE CAMP OF THE ISRAELITES 

 
“Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own Standard, 
with the Ensign of their Fathers House” So the Book of Numbers 
describes how the camp of the Israelites was formed. 

 
Companions, as they wandered the wilderness of Sinai, the camp of the 
Israelites was formed somewhat differently than is usually depicted in a 
Chapter Temple. 

 
In the North, under the Ensign of DAN 

the tribes of Dan, Asher & Napthali 
 

In the East, under the Ensign of JUDAH 
the tribes of Zebulon, Issacar & Judah 

 
In the South, under the Ensign of REUBEN 

the tribes of Gad, Simeon & Reuben 
 

In the West, under the Ensign of EPHRAIM 
The tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh & Benjamin 

 
In the centre camped the Levites who were the Preists & Holy men. 

 
In the North East corner of the Levites camp was the camp of the family 

of Aaron & in the South East, the camp of Moses & his family. 
 

In the centre of this vast encampment of over half a million people was 
the tabernacle, the tent that surrounded the most Holy item of the 

Israelites, The Ark of the Covenant. 
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As you are all aware our ceremonies are very much based on symbolism 
& one of the most important symbols is: 

 
THE SACRED ACACIA 

 
The Acacia belongs to a large family of plants & the Acacia we know in 
Masonry still grows in Lebanon. 

 
To the Jewish people it is a sacred wood used to build the Arc of the 
Covenant & much of the furniture that adorned King Solomon‟s 
Temple. 

 
We Masons have appropriated the Acacia as a symbol to teach divine 
truth for all ages to follow. 

 
The Acacia is a symbol of immortality of the soul. The Hebrew people 
planted a sprig of Acacia at the head of a grave of a departed friend. 
Many other peoples substituted the Acacia in place of other plants, as 
they believed it to be incorruptible & not liable to attack from animals  
or insects, implying the incorruptible nature of the soul. 

 
The sprig of Acacia to a Mason is meant to remind him by it‟s 
evergreen & unchanging nature, of that better & spiritual part within us 
which is an emanation from The True And Living God Most High & 
can never die. 

So now we know of the humility of the Sojourners, what was it that the 
Sojourners were sent to find? 

 
WHAT WAS LOST & FOUND? 

 
We should not take our ritual too literally, remember that it is based 
more on legend than fact. One thing is for sure - that not even in the 
darkest days of the dispersion of the Israelites was the name of GOD 
lost. 

 
They may have ceased to worship Him, but the prophets & reforming 
Kings of Israel ensured His name was not forgotten. It is said that what 
King Solomon lost & also the Kings that came after him for the next  
400 years was the belief that JEHOVAH was the only God of Israel & 
that Israel had only one GOD. 

 
This was a religious secret known only to the children of Israel. The loss 
was due to the fact that Solomon & most of his successors disobeyed 
GOD‟S commandments & worshipped Gods of other nations. 

 
What was found by the time the captives returned was that JEHOVAH 
was not just the only GOD of Israel, but that he was the GOD of all 
nations, the one & only GOD for all mankind. Only on their return did 
they realise this for the first time. 

 
It was this discovery that became woven into the fabric of our Royal 
Arch legend, a legend that is meant to point the way to a belief in the 
True & Living GOD Most High as seen by each Companion. 

 
A legend that contains a secret that paradoxically is not a secret, namely 
that JEHOVAH is not just the name of the GOD of Israel, but the name 
of the GOD of each& every one who lives on Earth, be he Christian, 
Muslim, Hindu or a member of any other religion. 

 
He is the True & Living GOD of us all. 
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We now understand who most of the Principal Officers of the Chapter 
are, but what of the Sojourners who play such an important role in our 
Exaltation ceremony & the story of the rebuilding of the Temple. 

 
THE SOJOURNERS STORY 

 
Think for a moment about the central part of our story. Three men 
returning from captivity in a foreign land where on at least one occasion 
they had been in danger of wholesale massacre because they were Jews. 

 
They came back to the ruins of the city of their great King David. This 
was the city where King David‟s son Solomon, under whom their nation 
had seen it‟s greatest age, had built a House dedicated to God. The  
house where the Arc, which bore witness to the covenant of GOD with 
his people had finally come to rest. 

 
To the Sojourners the city was sacred & part of their history. It was 
made more precious because until then they knew it  only by repute. 
Now they saw it. The place where GOD had brought his people from 
their captivity in Egypt & had now brought their generation out of 
Babylon to cause his Sacred Name to dwell. 

 
What did they expect to find? What they found was desolation & 
deserted ruins. Where once the Temple had proclaimed the majesty of 
GOD & the authority of His people & all that was most sacred to them, 
lay forlorn & ravaged. 

 
It must have been a terrible experience to these travellers. It must have 
been a vivid remainder of the disobedience that had led them into 
captivity. 

 
Small wonder that they were contented in what Zerrubabel offered them 
that they replied, “any position that your Excellences appoint us will be 
deemed an honour conferred” and they meant it so long as it related to 
the building of the House of GOD. 

In describing the symbolic usage of the Acacia mention is made of its 
wood & its use in the building of The Ark of the Covenant – so how 
does it fit into the history of the Royal Arch? 

 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 

 
In the Jewish religion there are many sacred people & sacred places but 
very few sacred objects. The most sacred object was the Ark of the 
Covenant. 

 
A wooden chest 4 feet long & 2 feet 6 inches wide, covered on top by a 
slab overlaid in gold with two cherubim, which were winged lions with 
human heads. 

 
It contained the tablets of the Ten Commandments handed to Moses by 
God, nothing else. 

 
It travelled with the Israelites throughout the 40 years in the wilderness 
& was placed in the middle of the camp surrounded by a tent or 
tabernacle. It remained with the Israelites until King Solomon built the 
Temple at Jerusalem in 930BC to house it in the Holy of Holies. 

 
There it remained in darkness, visited but once a year by the High Priest 
on “Yom Kippur” the holiest day of the year. 

 
In 587BC the Babylonians captured Jerusalem & destroyed the Temple. 
At that point the most sacred object of the Israelites disappears from 
history. When our Companions returned from captivity & the sojourners 
found the Holy of Holies whilst building the second Temple, the Ark 
was not there. Neither is it mentioned in the Sacred books of Ezra & 
Nehemiah. 

 
So where did it go? 

 
The most likely answer is that the Babylonians melted it down for the 
gold when they destroyed the Temple, as they were not sensitive to 
historic items of the realms they captured. 
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Legend has it that King Solomon‟s son by the Queen of Sheba, stole the 
Ark & took it back to Ethiopia where it is claimed to rest today. 

 
The book of Maccabees in the Apocrypha claims the prophet Jeremiah 
his it along with the tent & the altar of incense in a cave, somewhere on 
the West Bank or the Dead Sea, the whereabouts known only to God. 

We are all aware that the real Scribe in our Chapters is Ezra but: 
 

WHO WAS SCRIBE EZRA? 
 
From Biblical history we find that Ezra was a priest & a skilled scribe in 
the Law of Moses & a trained teacher in the Statutes & Regulations of 
the Law. 

 
By his own request, Ezra was commissioned by the Persian King, 
Artaxerxes, to go to Jerusalem carrying rich gifts & offerings for the 
service of the Temple. Ezra‟s retinue comprised of nearly 2000 people, 
including priests, Levites & servants. After a journey of nearly 4 months 
they reached the safety of Jerusalem. 

 
Whence there, Ezra re-established the Law of Moses among the people. 
But the people still had a tendency to wander away from the words of 
God, written by Moses. Ezra was appalled because of the people‟s sin; 
deeply shaken, Ezra tore his clothing & hair & went to the Temple 
where he fell on his knees to the Lord in prayer. 

 
Having accomplished great reformations by separating marriages with 
strange wives & having appointed Judges & Magistrates, Ezra then 
returned to Babylon to make a report to his King. 

 
13 years passed & Ezra again travelled to Jerusalem where he was 
actively engaged with Nehemiah who was then the Civil Governor. 

 
Ezra collected the ancient Sacred Books of his people & then prepared  
& circulated copies of the Holy Scriptures. It is tradition  among the 
Jews that by Ezra‟s legendary achievements, the services of the 
Synagogues were established. 

 
There is no reliable record to be found concerning Ezra‟s death but it is 
assumed that he returned again to Babylon to live the remainder of his 
days. 
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You are all aware that we have two Scribes in Royal Arch Chapters,  
but: 

 
WHO WAS SCRIBE NEHEMIAH? 

 
Scribe Nehemiah was a cupbearer at the Royal palace to the Persian 
King, Artaxerxes. He had heard that after the building of the Temple by 
Zerrubabel, the people were still persecuted by their enemies & they 
were unable to rebuild the city walls. 

 
Nehemiah‟s first impulse always was to pray - he spent four months in 
prayer before making his request to the King. The King hearing of his 
concerns, immediately sent Nehemiah with a suitable guard & a Royal 
letter giving him assistance & full powers as Governor, to rebuild the 
city walls. 

 
Nehemiah suffered accusations of treasonous intentions against the 
King, who instructed the rebuilding to be stopped, but the builders, with 
trowel in hand & sword at their side, finished the city walls in 52 days, 
before the Kings command arrived. 

 
Nehemiah again travelled back to Jerusalem with increased powers from 
the King. He erected the city gates, repaired the houses of the city & 
took measures to increase the number of inhabitants within the city 
walls, so that they could adequately defend themselves. 

 
He then completed the repairs of the Temple & devoted himself to 
rectifying many grave evils. 

 
It is not clearly known when Nehemiah‟s administration of Jerusalem 
came to an end, nor are there any details of the declining years of his 
honourable life. 

 
It would seem that after being at least 12 years in Jerusalem, he finally 
returned to his post with the King of Persia, where he died & was 
interred. 

So we now know that King Solomon built the Temple at Jerusalem to 
house the Ark of the Covenant, but: 

 
WHO WAS KING SOLOMON? 

 
Solomon was the son of King David. Solomon built the Great Temple at 
Jerusalem that was destroyed by the evil King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 
King Solomon was famed for his Temple & his great wisdom. His 
wisdom was shown when two women came before him both claiming to 
be the mother of a baby. 

 
Both of them decided that King Solomon should choose who was the 
real mother. King Solomon considered the situation & called for a 
General of the Army to cut the child in half & give half each to the two 
women. 

 
One woman screamed, “Stop – don‟t hurt the child, she is the real 
Mother”. Solomon said, “She is not, you are, for you would rather lose 
the child than see it hurt”. Solomon handed the child back to its mother. 

 
It is from situations like this that the phrase, “The wisdom of Solomon” 
came from. 

 
Solomon‟s Temple was the most magnificent building ever built & he 
would have been pleased if it could have lasted until this day so that the 
majesty of the Almighty could have been seen by the whole world. 



9 14  

Within our ritual we learn of many characters but in particular we learn 
of yet another King, but: 

 
WHO WAS JEHOAKIN? 

 
People in Biblical times thought little of changing their names, such is 
the case of our King Jehoakin. You may remember that the sojourners 
forefathers, were led into captivity with Jehoakin by Nebuchadnezzar, 
King of Babylon. 

 
He had reigned for three months when this took place. He was the son  
of Jehoakim the King who had been known as Eliakim prior to his 
enthronement. 

 
It was customary to confer a new name upon a change of office in those 
days. 

 
Jehoakim, the father, was killed by Nebuchadnezzar & the son, Jeconiah 
took his place & changed his name to Jehoakin in honour of his father & 
became the King we know from our ritual. He was a mere 18 years old 
when taken into captivity & he was the last King of Judah. 

 
When Nebuchadnezzar died, his son released Jehoakin, who had then 
spent 37 years in exile & invited him to sit at an honourable  place 
around his table above other Kings in exile. 

 
The life of Jehoakin is a good illustration of the maxim, “during 
prosperity a man must never forget the possibility of misfortune & in 
adversity must not despair of prosperity‟s return” 

 
The chequered pavement in our Lodges serves as a graphic reminder of 
the same maxim. 

Similarly we ask the same question: 
 

WHO WAS JOSHUA? 
 
Joshua was actually Jeshua. People kept confusing him with Joshua of 
Moses‟ time. 

 
Jeshua (Joshua) was head of the Ninth priestly order & a Levite & as 
such he did not take up arms. 

 
The Levites were the religious men charged with doing the Lords work 
& were really the 13th tribe of the Israelites. 

 
Jeshua, was appointed to his position by Hexekiath, who asked him to 
distribute offerings in priestly cities. 

 
His father, Jozadek, was the High Priest under Zerrubabel in Jerusalem. 

 
Jeshua assisted in the reformation of Jerusalem under the leadership of 
Nehemiah. 
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So we learn that the Wise Bodyguard was to become Prince of the 
People, but what of our other Principals? 

 
WHO WAS HAGGAI? 

 
Haggai was one of those who returned from Babylon & began his 
ministries about 16 years after his return. 

 
The Lord spoke to him & said, “My people should you be living in well 
built houses when my Temple lies in ruins?” 

 
The rebuilding of the Temple had been stopped for 15 years & with 
Zerrubabel, Haggai exhorted the people & roused them from their 
lethargy & induced them to take advantage of the favourable 
opportunity that had arisen in the change of policy of the Persian 
government. 

 
Haggai is remembered for his four prophecies delivered over three 
months to urge the people to rebuild the Temple. It has been said that 
these prophecies should be written down & published in some sort of 
religious book. 

 
Because of the prophecies he is known as the Prophet Haggai. 

The reference to Kings continues within the Sojourners Tale, when we 
learn the King Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to their native land, but: 

 
WHY DID KING CYRUS LET THEM GO? 

 
The amazing thing about King Cyrus is probably overlooked during the 
ritual spoken by the Principal Sojourner. That in the first year of his 
reign he was willing to let the people he had acquired in Babylon to be 
dispersed & to even assist them to return to their native lands with his 
written consent& support. 

 
He also encouraged the Jews to rebuild their Holy Temple to their God; 
whom Cyrus didn‟t worship. 

 
Cyrus was a clever King, he saw that Babylon was overcrowded with 
beggars, with refuse in the streets & saw an opportunity for these people 
to be better employed elsewhere, for Babylon was full of peoples of 
other lands that the leaders before Cyrus had captured & enslaved. 

 
He saw the mistakes of his predecessors & gave the returning peoples of 
the many lands tasks to fulfil, thereby his empire was more productive. 

 
But friendly territories in the western borders would be a safer 
proposition as a defence against the ever-watchful jealousy of Egypt. 

 
Did God inspire Cyrus to issue that proclamation, we will never know, 
but to the Jews Cyrus must have been inspired by God. It was a miracle, 
a prophecy come true, a dream realised. 

 
They now had freedom to return to Jerusalem & to rebuild their Temple. 
How could Cyrus be any other than the servant of God doing his will, 
that they said is why Cyrus let them go. 
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King Cyrus did not reign very long, but his successors in office fulfilled 
his proclamation due to his wisdom of: 

 
THE WISE BODYGUARD 

 
King Cyrus did not reign for very long. His immediate follower hanged 
himself soon after. The next King of Babylon was called Darius & he 
had a loyal troop of bodyguards. 

 
Three of them were thinking what was the strongest – wine, the King or 
women. They placed the question under the King‟s pillow for him to 
find on awakening. This he did & summoned the three men to the great 
hall. The King asked them each to discuss the answers for all of the 
Royal Court to hear & he would decide on the wisest answer. 

 
The first spoke on wine. “Wine is the strongest as it makes all men err,  
it makes the mind of the King & the beggar the same. It makes all men 
forget their friends & draw their swords against each other. This makes 
wine the strongest” 

 
The second spoke for the King. “Men only have power of animals but 
the King has power over men. Men will kill for the King & die for him. 
This makes the King the strongest” 

 
The third spoke for women. “Kings are born of women & so are the 
winemakers. Women have the power to make men forget their friends & 
family & their country” 

 
But the third bodyguard continued “But of all of these, is not truth the 
strongest. Truth endures & is strong forever, it chooses neither side & 
has no partiality & everyone approves its deeds. Blessed be the God of 
truth” 

 
All the people shouted, “Great is truth strongest of all” 

The King said “Ask what you will & I shall give it you” 

The bodyguard asked that the King fulfils King Cyrus‟s proclamation & 
returns all the exiles home & help them rebuild the Temple. 

 
The King arose & kissed him & commanded this to be done. 

 
The bodyguard looked to the heavens & said “Blessed are you who have 
given me wisdom. I give thanks O Lord of our ancestors” 

 
“What is your name?” asked the King 

 
“Zerubbabel” replied the young man. And that is the truth. 
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